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Division 18: Mid West Development Commission, $1 522 000 � 
Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development. 

Mr S. Douglas, Chief Executive Officer. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will restate the time frames. From just on 11.10 am to 12.15 pm, we will deal with the 
development commissions; that is, divisions 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 26. For the 15 minutes from 12.15 
to 12.30 pm, we will deal with the WA Land Information Authority. We will now take questions on the 
development commissions, please. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: On page 255 of the Budget Statements, I refer to the money that has been allocated to the 
Mid West Development Commission under royalties for regions. An amount of $4 million has been allocated 
under royalties for regions; is that correct? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Yes. The amount of $4.4 million is the Mid West Development Commission�s share of the 
regional grants scheme for 2008-09. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: Does that $4.4 million directly flow to projects, or does the Mid West Development 
Commission take any administration costs out of that $4.4 million? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for North West. It is my understanding that 2.5 per cent of that 
allocation can be used�not will be used�to improve the capacity of the development commission to actually 
make those decisions. I will give an example. I know that one of the development commissions has brought in 
some outside advice to look at the proposals that were put forward to it. It has used that to beef up its capacity, 
given that it now has the key decision-making roles. We decided that it was appropriate, on its advice, that that 
2.5 per cent be made available. I will hand over to Mr Douglas to tell the committee how that has worked for the 
Mid West Development Commission. 

Mr S. Douglas: We have yet to access any funds from that particular amount that we can access, but we are 
looking to put in a resource or two to support the administration of that particular fund, in particular the more 
complicated projects that require business cases. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: For that $4.4 million that is allocated to the Mid West Development Commission, is there 
a weighted system? Will any funds flow to the towns of Meekatharra, Cue, Mt Magnet, Yalgoo and Murchison 
Settlement? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will answer from my point of view. Applications closed for that round on 25 March. It is 
my understanding that the development commissions have now all had their board meetings in which they 
decided where they wished to allocate those funds. I have not yet seen that in total, but Mr Douglas will be able 
to give us some details on what he sees for the Mid West Development Commission. 

Mr S. Douglas: There is no specific allocation based on particular parts of the mid-west, but we are very 
mindful of the priorities and needs of the whole region, and particularly of the Murchison, which has a large area 
and a small population. We have a number of applications from that part of the mid-west.  

[11.10 am] 

Ms A.R. MITCHELL: I refer to page 256 of the budget papers and the third dot point under �Significant Issues 
Impacting the Agency�, which refers to the mid-west economy�s over-reliance on the export of primary 
commodities. Can the minister expand on the initiatives implemented by the Mid West Development 
Commission to address this concern? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Kingsley for the question. Once again, I will get Steve to answer the 
question. 

Mr S. Douglas: Diversification is clearly key for all of regional Western Australia, as it is for the mid-west. We 
have a strong reliance on primary commodities such as agriculture, fishing, resources and so forth. We have 
spent a fair bit of time looking at other opportunities. These opportunities include our SMART Mid West policy, 
which we have now had in place for about 10 years. Through that policy we have been instrumental in 
establishing the Geraldton Universities Centre and the Separation Point marine precinct, and we have devoted 
considerable effort over the past decade in securing the Square Kilometre Array for Australia. I think people 
understand that at the moment the Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder project is well in hand and is 
due to commence construction about November this year, which is a fantastic advantage for the SKA project.  
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Another thing that has proceeded is the Geraldton marine services precinct, which includes a 200-tonne heavy 
boat lifter. That project was initiated a number of years ago as a result of the closure of a slipway in the 
Geraldton port. That facility is now operational and we are still working on getting service industries into the 
marine precinct itself. However, that boat-lifter facility has already enabled large boats to be lifted out of the 
water in Geraldton and serviced locally; therefore, we are already seeing the return of marine service industries 
to Geraldton that we had previously lost.  

In addition, we are spending a fair bit of time on aquaculture, particularly finfish, pearling and ornamentals. We 
are hoping to use some of our regional grant scheme funding to advance industry development opportunities in 
aquaculture. Similarly, we are looking to value-add in agriculture. We have spent considerable time and effort in 
evaluating lupins, for instance, and we are also looking to support that project through the regional grant scheme.  

Tourism is another area that most regions would also be working quite hard on, and for us, three projects come 
to mind. The Geraldton foreshore redevelopment project is now nearing completion, and it is a fantastic project 
that really showcases Geraldton the way it should be�that is, facing the ocean rather than having its back to the 
sea. We have also put a lot of effort into developing a draft tourism strategy for Geraldton-Greenough, which 
will be released for public comment shortly. In the Murchison we are continuing to review strategies to raise 
awareness of the Gascoyne Murchison Outback Pathways project, which is 3 000 kilometres of self-drive trails. 
Lastly, we are also having a focus on Indigenous art. We have prepared a mid-west Indigenous arts strategy that 
we are in the process of implementing, and the results so far have been very positive. 

The CHAIRMAN: Members, we have only a couple of minutes left on this division, as agreed to. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: It would appear that the minister has described extra funding as being available for the 
Mid West Development Commission and devolving for its opportunities for discretionary use. What additional 
full-time equivalent employees will be available for the development commission? Are they outlined to handle 
the new programs over the next four years? What new procedures will the minister put in place for the allocation 
of these new funds for the development commission?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Pilbara for the question. We have most definitely increased the scope 
of the role of development commissions under the new plan, especially with their decision-making capacity on 
the regional grants scheme. I wanted to try to avoid that leading to a growth in FTEs for the development 
commissions. However, I understand, and they worked quite hard on me to suggest, that having some capacity to 
bring extra resources to the table should they need it should be made available; therefore, the decision was made 
to make 2.5 per cent available. As the Mid West Development Commission has said, it has not yet accessed that 
funding. However, I will also let Steve answer the member�s question about what that grants scheme has done in 
putting extra pressure on the commission. 

The CHAIRMAN: I draw members� attention to the fact that we are now into the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission�s time frame. Are members happy to continue? 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: An answer by way of supplementary information would be fine. Specifically, I just need 
to know the FTEs for the Mid West Development Commission and the other commissions. Is the minister happy 
to answer what would be the growth in FTEs across the development commissions � 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy to provide that. 

[Supplementary Information No B6.] 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The need to diversify in the mid-west is recognised in the budget papers. However, 
I am surprised that there is no reference to renewable energy, given that we are very much aware that a number 
of big projects are planned, particularly in Perenjori. Can the minister tell me what the Mid West Development 
Commission is doing to facilitate those projects, particularly the Perenjori project and the new wind farm 
proposed? 

[11.20 am] 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am happy for Mr Douglas to answer that question. 

Mr S. Douglas: Renewable energy is a major focus of ours. It is correct that, as the member has outlined, it is 
not listed here. That is only because there is not the amount of space to do so. The solar thermal behind Morawa-
Perenjori is certainly a key project that we have supported, with the Shire of Perenjori in particular. That is 
something that they have been looking at for quite a while now.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Have you put any resources into that? 

Mr S. Douglas: We provide information and advice. We have previously, through the regional development 
scheme, provided some funding for one of the two shires�I think it was Perenjori; this is going back a few years 
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now�to do a bit of work on the solar project with the idea of potentially putting some of that energy back into 
the south west interconnected system. We have also been providing some support, mainly information and 
advice again, to Eneabba Gas, which is looking to use coal-seam methane�not renewable, but perhaps a bit 
better than coal-fired. We have also supported wind farms, more recently the one at Mumbida. That has been 
promoted, and we have been talking to those proponents and, again, providing support. The one thing we have 
looked at quite seriously is the mid-west as a renewable energy region. That is something that we certainly have 
discussed with the City of Geraldton and other communities in the mid-west. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Has that been considered in conjunction with the need for the 330-kilovolt 
transmission line? 
Mr S. Douglas: The simple answer is yes.  
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: The answer being that a transmission line is needed to be able to bring these � 
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: If I could answer that question, yes. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


